124 Litchfield St

The Voice of roreingon, T 08790

E-mail: besynagogue@snet.net

Website: www.betheltorrct.com
et Rabbi Richard L Eisenberg

Rabbi's Office: 860-626-0181

THE UNITED SYNAGCOGUE
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June, July, August, 2009 Sivan, Tammuz, Av, Elul, 5769

Services are held the second Friday of the month at 7pm, and every Saturday morning at 9:30 am. Every-
one counts, so please try to attend. n.lI,w

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK
Rabbi Richard L. Eisenberg
As you read this column | will soon be completing two years as your

rabbi. | feel very good about our time together. | have gotten to know

many of you, although I wish I could know all of you. However, since |

am here part-time and do not reside in the community, we have to settle

for whatever little time is allotted for us to be together. | have developed a deep fondness for Beth El and
its membership. Your commitment to this congregation, its health and vitality, is exemplary. Like any
synagogue, the most active members of Beth El sometimes wish there could be more volunteers to sup-
port the congr eg ahnallwedd very veelt Here. kike tiny synagoguepwe wish anbrd
members would attend services, but those who are active worshippers help make the experience worth-
while. And like any synagogue, we wish we could have more members and more funds to sustain our
yearly budget, but we should be proud of what we continue to accomplish and the ways we serve our

community.

Every Monday evening during the program year, | marvel at the number of people who attend our Adult
Education series. For such a small congregation, we should be proud. Our Dr. Stanley M. Mand Lox &
Lecture series continues to attract large crowds. The lox certainly helps, but the lectures are the main at-
traction. Our Hebrew School provides a quality Jewish education to the small number of children who
attend, and the congregation is fully supportive of the school and its mission. There are many other
achievements and too many people to acknowledge without running the risk of omitting someone, but |

want to thank all of you who do so much to support our s~ Cortinuedon page 2
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As we begin planning for a new program year at Beth El, | hope you will avail yourselves of all we have

to offer. Please know that any efforts on your part will be warmly appreciated. Together, may we contin-

ue to sustain our congregation as a Beit Tefilah (house of prayer), Beit Midrash (house of study) and a

Kehillah, a community of common interests and concerns. With your involvement, we can only continue

making forward progress.

DVAR TORAH
MOSES’ FINEST
HOUR

Marvin Peyser
Ritual ChairEmeritus

There were many great
accomplishments in

Moses c aeme ef the Isxaslitesrfrend e
Egypt. But of all the
would you consider his shining hour, his greatest
deed? There are many possibilities --- the Burning
Bush, the Ten Plagues, the Splitting of the Red Sea
(or Reed Sea, if you prefer), and receiving the Torah
at Mount Sinai.

There is one often overlooked incident, though, that
may gqualify to be put
most glorious, absolutely greatest moment may have
occurred at the incident of the Golden Calf when God
threatenedtoextermi nat e t he Jewi
great moment was when he stood his ground, plead-
ing for forgiveness for his people, putting his own
life and future on the line, telling God that if He
would not forgive the people, then God should erase
his name from the holy Torah. Moses was willing to
sacrifice himself to save the people from punishment.
It was through his total commitment that he saved the
people from extinction.

The Torah tells us that God was pleased with his
words and acceded to his request, which is why we
are here today.

But there is a seemingly dubious distinction in one of
the weekly parshahs.
every parshah from his birth in Exodus to the end of
the book of Numbers, with one exception. He is not

mentioned at all in the parshah Tetzaveh, (in Ex-
odus). The sages say that this was because he told
God to erase his name at the Golden Calf. God

did not do so, but God did remove his name from
this one parshah Tetzaveh and referred to him on-

| y a s Thisyhould in no way be considered
as dubi ous, t hough, ib
ritual essence, his deep commitment to his people,
us.

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF BETH EL SYNAGOGUR21®8

TRI-PRESIDENTS Mike Madow 283-2124
Alan Cohn 618-3903
Joyce Peck 482-0717
1STVICE PRESIDENT Linda Podos 482-9909
(BOARD CHAIR)
2NDVICE PRESIDENT  Wendy Casbolt 618-5120
(FINANCE)
3RDVICE PRESIDENT Debra Brandt 567-8927
(EDUCATION)
SECRETARY Lenore Mand 496-0636
TREASURER Patricia Anderson 567-9171
TRUSTEES 3 YEAR TERM
Harold Breindel 482-0031
Stephanie Oakan 489-3044
Joe Ginsburg 489-3204
Aaron Podos 618-3669
Roland Perreault House Chair 485-0292
TRUSTEES 2 YEAR TERM
Marvin Peyser 489-5676
Sherry Ginsburg 489-3204
Mitchell Soss 484-4622
Harriet Peyser 489-5676
Walter Wiener Membership Co-Chair ~ 496-7111

TRUSTEES 1 YEAR TERM

Jennifer Lotstein 675-3402
Rosa Shields 482-9197
Jennifer Overton Membership Co-Chair ~ 485-2762
(open)

Lynn Malkoff 567-3400
Rabbi Richard Eisenberg  non-voting member 626-0181



Birthdays
and

o

Anniversaries

Birthdays

David Silver Junel
Benjamin Paletsky Junel
Olivia Lotstein June?
Benjamin Levy June2
Harriet Mayer June3
Zachary Levy Juneb
Sheila Kasten Juneb
Marilyn Check June6
William Ginsberg June9
Zena Temkin Junell
David Richard Junell
Randi Brandt Junel2
Samantha Pelletier Junel3
Robin Cunningham Junel5
Rachelle Richard Junel6
Audrey Heimler Junel6
Meagan Podos Junel?
Julie Lynn Weinstein June20
Leonard Mayer June20
Miriam Jenkins June20
Alyssa Pelosi June23
Sharon Radom Nichols June23
Jacob Lotstein June26
Herbert Ginsberg June27
Dana Peck June28
Scott Handelman June28
Daniel Bergad June29

Anniversaries

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dember  June 5 60th
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Heimler ~ June 6 56th
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Levy June 8 29th
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Malkoff June 10  36th
Mr. and Mrs. William Kogan ~ June 11  50th
Mrs. and Mrs. Gregory Overton June 14  17th

Birthdays and Anniversaries for Jul. & Aug. will appear in the
monthly From the Presidents' Desk

Remember a Beth El Bloom,
purchased for Chai, $18,

is a great way to congratulate
someone.

Todah Rabs
Thank yoL

General Donations:

Joel & Linda Malkoff, Jeannette Radom, Esther & Bernie
Sikirdji,

Lenore Mand, condolences to Hadassah Tannor

Jeannette Radom, Roz Peters, get well to Bea Guralnick
Michael & Francine Broverman, Arnold & Pat Goldstein,
Joyce Peck, in honor of Jerry Libby's 70th birthday

Joel & Linda Malkoff, Joyce Peck, in honor of Vickie &
Jack Lynch's 30th anniversary

Joel & Linda Malkoff, Robert & Stephanie Oakan, Joyce
Peck in honor of Linda & Brandon Podos's 25th anniversar:
Philip & Rita Levy, in honor of Marilyn & Wally Wiener's
ganddaughter’ s wedding

Leslie & Lynn Goldman, in memory of Dana Krauss

Irene Haupt, in memory of Donald Haupt

Joel & Linda Malkoff in memory of Eugene Freund
Jennifer & Greg Overton in memory of Herman Hirsh, Ber-
tha Cohen, Raymond Greene

Irene Haupt, in memory of Mae W. Haupt & in memory of
Max L. Towbin

Joel & Linda Malkoff in memory of William Malkoff & in
memory of Julius Rubinowitz

Audrey & Arnold Heimler, in memory of Meyer Gerson
Joyce Peck, inhonorof B o b O a6kttabirthday
Harriet and Marvin Peyser, in memory of Sherry Ginsburg’
sister Ida Dressler

Bonnie Sherman,i n honor of Jef f
Jeffery & Bonnie Sherman, in memory of Samuel Neimand
Joel & Linda Malkoff in memory of Max Glasser

Roz Peters, in honor of
Leslie & Lynn Goldman, in memory of Lillian Saperstein

Donations to Religious School:

Robert & Stephanie Oakan in honor of Lynch's 30th anni-
versary

Mi tch Soss, in memory of
Dressler

Donations to Library Fund:

Marvin & Harriet Peyser, Michael & Heidi Madow, Le-
nore Mand, Dennis & Nancy Gottfried, Tim & Debra
Brandt, Joseph & Sherry Ginsburg, Vicki Lynch

Donations to Barbara Breindel Kiddush Fund:
Robert & Stephanie Oakan in honor of Jerry Libby's 70th
birthday

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:

Lenore Mand, Marvin & Harriet Peyser, Arthur & Hannah
Margulies, Joel & Linda Malkoff, Jennifer Overton, Rol-
and & Donna Perreault, Stanley & Estelle Wolk, Robert
& Marvis Gersten



Simchas to Share
Good News to All
Joyce Peck

Congratulations and good wishes to all our graduates
menti oned here and to

Jacob Silver, who will graduate from Thomaston
High School and attend the University of Hartford in
the fall, is the son of Carol and Gary Silver. Jacob has
been a Hebrew teacher in our Religious School and
will be greatly missed.

Sarah Lynch graduated from Green Mountain Col-
lege in Vermont in May. Her brother, Joseph Lynch
will graduate from Oliver Wolcott Technical School
in Torrington in June. They are the children of Jack
and Vicki Lynch.

Kyle Faust, son of Craig and Robin Faust, will grad-
uate from Wamogo Regional High School in June.

Kayte Krasow, daughter of Ken Krasow, will gradu-
ate from Northwestern Regional High School No. 7
in June.

Jacob Lotstein,son of Jennifer and Richard Lotstein,
will attend New York Medical College in Valhalla,
N.Y., with an interest in emergency medicine. He
graduated from Northeastern University in Boston in
May 2008.

Congratulations to Jerry Libby on his 70™ birthday
and to Bob Oakanon his 65",

Todah to Marvis and Robert Gerstenwho donated
a beautiful Challah cover to the synagogue.

Thank you to Reine Zermati for hosting the Oneg
following the May Friday night Shabbat service and
to Patricia Anderson for volunteering to host the Au-
gust Friday Oneg Shabbat. We need someone for the
July Oneg Shabbat.

Mazel tov: The Board of Trustees in May named Joe
Ginsburg Gabbai for Life and Marvin Peyser Ritual
Committee Chair Emeritus. The honors are well de-
served and we wish them well.

Todah to Jeff Shermanfor providing the lox for our
recent Dr. Stanley M. Mand Lox & Lecture program.

We want to share your good news,

but we can't unless you tell us. Email your news to:
Joyce at joycekp@optonline.net,

Patricia at besynagogue@snet.net,

or call the office, or mail a note to the synagogue.

Stephanie Oakan anc
Joyce Peck invite the
Beth ElI Synagogue ne
gregation to join them
they beome B’nai Mitz-
vah  during  Shabbe
Morning Service on $:
urday, June 13, 9:30 a.
A Kiddush will follow.

From the Education Committee
Debra Brandt

Chairman

As the school year winds to an end, the education
committee would like to take this time to thank the
teachers, Bea Guralnick, Lynn Malkoff, Patricia
Anderson and Jacob Silver for their ongoing com-
mitment to our children and helping to preserve our
religious and cultural heritage. Our thanks also goes
to Rabbi Eisenberg,Principal Patty Cohn and aide
Shayna Jenkinsfor their ongoing assistance. This
has been a fun, active and educational year. We wish
Jacob a wonderful college experience. He will be
sorely missed next year.

As we plan for next year we once again need the
congr eg assistamen 'irs looking for a
prayer/Hebrew teacher as well as help looking for
congregants with children who are interested in our
religious school. Please notify Patricia Cohn through
the office if you have any thoughts or can help.
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IN|\HONOR OF NEW AND PROSPECTIVE

friendliness by joining us for this ser-
vice. Bring friends and those you

think might like to join the congrega-
PLEASE JOIN US FOR tion. Contact Jennifer Overton, mem-

bership co-chair, jenoverton@att.net,

THE FIRST
ANNUAL

MEMBERSHIP

SHABBAT

Saturday, June 20, 2009

at| 9:30 am at Beth El Synagogue
Kiddish will follow the Service

124 LITCHFIELD STREET
TORRINGTON CT
482-8263

A Good Cemetery Plot Deal
Get Well, Stay Well rE]Beth El Synagogue and Sons_ of Jac_ob Ce_metery
ave combined efforts, offering an incentive to
members to purchase burial plots in the hopes of
raising additional funds for both organizations.
Beth El receives half the purchase price of plots
(but not of perpetual care). For those who pay the
full dues amount, a one-time 10 percent annual
dues discount is offered for one year following the
purchase. Those intending to take advantage of
the offer should purchase a plot or plots and
present a copy of the deed to Patricia in the office.
The 10 percent discount will be applied in the fol-
lowing four quarters. For more information, call
Brandon Podos, Sons of Jacob chair.

Bea Guralnick

Joe Ginsburg

Reine Zermati

Ken & Barbara Weil, parents of Nancy Gottfried
Jennifer Overton

Lynn Malkoff

Adina Matisoff

SAVE THE DATES for two upcoming Dr. Stanley M. Mand Lox & Lecture programs:
Aug.30,210 a. m. , Camp I sabella Freedman teacher Ab
Oct.25,10 a. m., Rabbi Richard “Eisenberg, Jews an:
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Yahrzeits
Light the memorial candle the night before. *These names
have been inscribed on the memorial tablets.

Henry Drucker * June 1

Samuel Bufferd * June 2

Seymour Goldman* June 2

Esther Brown Freund * June 3

Avrum Shapiro June 3

Irving Treach June 5

Julian Franklin June 6

Jack Cohen June 7

Eva Kaplan * June 7

Bessie Baker* June 8

Tina Davidson June 9

George Goldfarb June 9

Solomon Ratner June 11
Ruby Silverstein June 11
David Cramer * June 12
Jacob Kaminsky * June 13
Morris Shor June 13
George Ginsburg June 14
Tillie Levin June 14
Samuel Neimand June 14
Arthur Soss* June 14
Ellis Baker* June 15
Pesach Shapiro June 15
Arnold Tsukroff * June 16
Harry Ginsberg June 18
Ralph Irving June 18
Floyd Silverman June 18
Philip Davison * June 19
Lindsay Edna Garris June 19
Sully Berman * June 20
Abraham Brenner June 20
Janet Pincus * June 21
Steve Auerbach June 23
Samuel Manelis June 25
Milan Knox June 27
Harry Radom* June 27
Morris Rosenberg June 27
Joseph Pasternack June 28
Alice Lampert June 29
Minnie Glick June 30
Arthur Shapiro June 30
Victor Smith * June 30

Yahrzeits for Jul. & Aug. will appear in the monthly From the
Presidents' Desk

Condolences to
Hadassah Tannor on the loss of her husband, Herman

Sherry Ginsburg on the loss of her sister, Ida Dress-
ler, in Trumbull in May

Emergency Contacts

In an effort to provide a safer environment for our
officers, trustees and members, we have removed
personal information from Beth El Synagogue's ans-
wering machines and outside sign board. We will
check those answering machines more frequently in
order to be able to respond to members' needs.

In an emergency situation one that truly cannot
wait a few hours or a day, please call Rabbi Richard
L. Eisenberg on his cell phone at 1-203-641-1639.

You may | eave a messag
the synagogue, (860) 626-0181.You may also call
President Joyce Peck at (860) 482-0717. Linda Po-
dos, board chair, and Brandon Podos, head of Sons of
Jacob Cemetery, may be reached at (860) 482-9909.
In case of a death, Brandon may also be reached at
(860) 605-4808. Please do not share these numbers
with anyone outside our synagogue community.
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bbat Service w/

i Rabbi Eisenberg
IAdult Bat Mitzvah Class - %0 19:30 am LE

5:00 pm
Pirke Avot w/ Rabbi ﬂ

Eisenberg7:00 pm

7 15 sivan 8 16 sivan 9 17 sivan 10 18 sivan 1 1 19 sivan 1 2 20 sivan 1 ? 21 sivan

Shabbat Service w/ | Shabbat Service w/

Naso

IAdult Bat Mitzvah Class - Rabbi Eisenberg % Rabbi Eisen- ¢
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Eisenberg7:00 pm Mitzvah, geﬁga% cha
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14 115 16 17 18 19 20 -
Annual Meet- ew Member Shab-
ling @ 6:30pm  [pirce Avot wi rbvi \ | DBt Servicew/ | _t

: Eisenberg7:00 pm ﬂﬂ Rabbi Eisenberg||2

FLAG DAY 9:30 am Shelach

2 1 29 sivan 2 2 30 sivan 23 1 tammuz 24 2 tammuz 25 3 tammuz 26 4 tammuz 27 5 tammuz

Shabbat Service

3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 5 9:30 am ]ﬂj
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6 tammuz 7 tammuz 8 tammuz MAY JuLY
28 29 30 SMTWT f g S M T “1’ ; g i
4 7
330_530 Wg 11 13 12 14 12 12 12 1: 12 1; 12 :g ::1.
° ° 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
*y 26 26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31

. J

Advertisement

(860) 489-4104 SINCE 1885

CHRISTOPHER E. RYAN, SR.
DIRECTOR

The Gleeson Mortuary, LLC

Funerals, Burials, Cremations

Candle nghtlng Times and Memorial Services
258 Prospect Street
June 5 8:05 June 1 8:12 Torrington, Connecticut 06790-0206
.gleesonservices.com
June 12 [8:09 June 26 [8:13 s

Deadline for announcements and Blooms for next
From the Presidents’ Desk, June 17, 2009

Deadline for next Voice

August 5, 2009



Report from the
Tri-Presidents

Mike Madow, Ala
Cohn, Joyce Pe

-

This is the last message from our tri-presidency.
It s been an interescs
Mike and Alan are stepping down. Joyce is stay-
ing on.

We '’ ve ac c o mumding majprerenova
tion project and found a new, well liked and in-
spiring spiritual leader among other things.
We ' v osheredl our Kitchen, taken on some
new members, replaced Torah and table covers,
re-worked our Judaica library, and lost a beloved
adult education chairman. We have many good
things to celebrate.

A new slate of officers will be elected at the an-

nual meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 14.
June 14, by the way, is also Flag Day. Unless
someone steps forward between now and then,
however, Joyce will be going it alone in the next
two years and will need lots of help. We always
need help, for that matter.

No job is too small or too large. It could be
putting library books back on the shelves, host-
ing an oneg or kiddish, polishing silver, weeding
flower beds, teaching in the religious school,
running a fund raiser, taking a seat on the board
or an office, making posters for our hallway. We
need and appreciate all efforts.

We pride ourselves on being a small, hands-on,
family oriented congregation and helping where
needed is part of that. Many people have pitched
in the past two years, too many to name.

To all who have helped in any way we gratefully
express our than k s . We <coul d
without you.

We wish each and everyone a happy and healthy
summer ahead.



